                                                                                               NAME: ____________________

ADULT ED ACRYLICS CLASS - 12 WEEKS - 3 HOUR CLASS

BICKFORD / SYLLABUS

WEEK 1 LECTURE / DEMO

Introduction to Acrylic colors, gels, mediums and simple techniques

- what are acrylics

- why use acrylics over other mediums, what qualities do they posses

- colors - fluid, heavy body, open, airbrush, matte (gouache) and more

- specialty colors - metallics, interference

- finishes - gloss, semi gloss, matte

- mediums - gels, grounds, additives

- tools - pallets, nonstick boards, brushes, containers (how to keep your investment usable)

- books, resources, handouts, websites

WEEK 1 SAMPLES / STUDIO TIME

- gesso 5 sample boards

- on the back write your name and one each of the labels below 

   (1-glazing, 2-texture collage, 3-joint compound palimpsest, 

     4-absorbent ground scape, 5-assorted mediums abstract)

 -  sample 1-glazing do a simple sketch of the object or photo that you plan on working from

                                  (single object, fruit, silk flower, still life or photo of your choice)

-  sample 1-glazing demo, 1st layer lifting to create value

-  sample 2- texture sample abstract make 3 texture papers with titanium white heavy body 

-  sample 3- palimpsest  coat with a overall base color that will peek through the joint compound

-  sample 3- palimpsest let color dry then coat the surface with joint compound

-  sample 4- absorbent ground coat with the AG medium about 1/16' thick

-  sample 5- mixed mediums coat this with at least 3 very different mediums, leave some areas clean

WEEK 2 SAMPLES / STUDIO TIME

- sample 1- glazing  demo, layers, transparent, opaque, glazing liquid, lifting, contrast, value

- sample 2- texture collage demo, gloss gel adhesive, washes, text, image transfer

- sample 3- palimpsest demo, washes, sgraffitto, carving, sanding, stencils, gloss gel

- sample 4- absorbent ground demo, lifting, salt, bleeding, washes, what would a gel coat do

- sample 5- mixed mediums  demo, washes, what happens with color on the various surfaces, lifting,    

                                                 transparent vs opaque, can you add more mediums after painting

WEEK 3 LECTURE / DEM0

- may I suggest that you coordinate and trade mediums for samples, thus less cost

- optional samples - decide what mediums you might want to purchase for week 4

   - you will need to pick up as many canvas boards as you wish to make samples for 

     or, you could create samples on regular drawing paper that you gesso both sides of

   - sample 6- fine pumice gel and prisma color pencils (pick up a 12 pack)

   - sample 7-  light molding paste as a ground, with stencils or to make tinted blends

   - sample 8- molding paste with rubber stamp texture, sgraffitto or as a ground

   - sample 9- matte medium as a colored ground for prisma color pencils, 

                                                graphite value drawing or to modify a photo

   - sample 10- polymer medium gloss or matte to create a series of transparent pours

WEEK 3 SAMPLES / STUDIO TIME

- sample 1- glazing  

- sample 2- texture collage 

- sample 3- palimpsest  

- sample 4- absorbent ground 

- sample 5- mixed mediums

WEEK 4 SAMPLES / STUDIO TIME

- gesso 5 optional sample boards or papers (IF YOU USE PAPER, COAT BOTH FRONT AND BACK)

- sample 6- fine pumice gel  coat the surface with pumice gel, use brush or knife, 

                                                can color this as a ground of you like

- sample 7-  light molding paste coat surface with medium or push through stencils that  

                                                       you cut yourself or ready made, mix with %'s of one color   

                                                       to create tints without a hue shift

- sample 8- molding paste coat surface with at east 1/16" paste, allow surface to dry, while 

                                              under body is still wet, stamp the surface, dry top layer then use 

                                              colored washes to enhance the texture, carve the surface, add   

                                              colors and washes

- sample 9- matte medium coat surface with medium to create a ground for graphite or 

                                              prisma color pencils, adhere a photo to the surface and coat with 

                                              medium, modify the photo surface with prisma color or graphite

- sample 10- polymer medium mix color with medium, pour series of colors, lights 1st darks last

WEEK 5 SAMPLES / STUDIO TIME

- optional still life lesson  how to arrange and compose a still life, use of balance and 

                                             positive and negative space, fore, mid and back ground  

                                             techniques,  thumbnails, transferring workups to a final artwork, 

                                             resizing images, light box techniques, drawing from observation, 

                                             how to use the acrylic techniques you  

                                             have learned to execute a final painting

- studio time

WEEK 6 SAMPLES / STUDIO TIME

- sample 6- fine pumice gel  demo prisma color or graphite on this ground, layer glazes 

- sample 7-  light molding paste demo wash and lifting, transparent and opaque layers, sealer

- sample 8- molding paste demo glaze layers, washes for crevices, hit the tops dry brush

- sample 9- matte medium demo prisma color on the ground, demo photo modification

- sample 10- polymer medium demo darker pours over the last layers, no limit here

WEEK 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 / STUDIO TIME

ADULT ED OPTIONAL LESSON PLANS                             NAME: ____________________

The following is a list of possible lessons that you may want to explore. 

Please circle anything you want to cover with the instructor, put your name on the sheet and give it to me. I will plan with you one on one.

Feel free to add anything that is not listed. Write down any questions you my have.

   - human portraits / figure or facial

- perspective and depth techniques

- styles of painting / abstraction / realism / impressionism 

- color wheel and color theory including color schemes

- drawing for painters

   - absorbent ground and watercolor  

  techniques, wash, salt, lifting, 

  bleeding, graded wash, reserved 

  whites

- crackle paste

- acrylic skins

- embedding objects

- plastic wrap techniques

- glass bead gel

- fiber paste

- image transfers

