D. A. Bickford / Bull Pine Studio 
Home Phone: 929-5704    Cell: 651-6537

Framing Policy and Artwork Information
Thank you for purchasing an original artwork for your home.

I am honored that you chose my work.

WHY DON’T I SELL THE WORK FRAMED?

- to save time and money, frames are for exhibition and display only 
- I try to keep the frames simple to create a clean and consistent exhibition display 
- I only purchase all wood frames and mats that are black or dark

- frames are not of high quality
- I gesso the backing boards to create an acid free barrier and stamp my studio logo on it
- most people reframe artwork even if it is purchased framed
- I LOVE the look of the edges of the supports so when I exhibit I show the paper edges
OPTIONS?

- I am willing to add the price of the frame if the client really wants to keep it

- my frames are not meant to be a permanent placement for the artwork

- if the client is local they can bring the framed piece home and live with it a bit 
- I can pick up the exhibition frame after reframing
- If out of state, I can send the work to you via FedEx with a prepaid return label. Feel free to hang the work in the exhibition frame for a month. Once you have the work professionally framed, please send the entire exhibition frame, including stamped backing, exhibition matt, wire hanger and glass. If you choose not to send the frame back you will be billed for the frame and the labor.

Soft Pastels:

Soft pastels are pure pigment with a binding agent such as gum. They are considered a painting medium. Because they are dry they can be easily smudged if touched. Make no mistake, artist quality pastels are archival and a very durable medium. I use mostly sanded card for my paintings but my favorite paper is Wallis. I often do a watercolor under painting with soft pastels on top. I do NOT use fixative because I do not like how it alters the pigment. Glass should not touch the pastel surface.

Watercolors: I prefer to send watercolor paintings sandwiched between hard board and acid free paper but I am willing to send them in exhibition frames. 

It is highly recommended that original watercolors be properly framed. I only use the highest quality artist colors and watercolor papers. You might hear that watercolors cannot be placed in a sunlit area. Although that was true in the past, today’s artists pigments are much more lightfast. Hanging a watercolor in direct sunlight every day will eventually cause color fade but a bright room will not hurt the work. Some people do choose to purchase UV blocking glass as insurance.
“Union of Maine Visual Artists” Members Discount
· Art House Picture Frames, 61 Pleasant Street #110, Portland Me.  20%

· Greenhut Galleries, 146 Middle Street, Portland, ME. 20%
